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BOOK REVIEWS 



Das Gedachlnis im Lichle des Experiments. Von A. WrEschner. Zweite 
vermehrte Auflage. Zurich, Art. Institut O. Fussli, 1910. pp. 77. 

Here, in the compass of exactly 70 pages, — less than half the space often 
taken for a single article, — is a clear and well-proportioned account of 
the experimental work on memory, from Ebbinghaus down to Katz and 
Revesz. Professor Wreschner has earned the gratitude, not only of the 
teachers for whom his work was originally intended, but of psychologists 
as well. A translation would be useful. 

The two-page bibliography is not wholly free from printer's errors, and, 
curiously, omits the dates of many of the papers cited. S. POWER 

Observations d'un musicien americain. Par Louis Lombard. Traduit 
par R. de Lagenardiere. Paris, L. Theuveny, 1905. pp. xxi., 198. 
Mr. Lombard, the author of Observations of a Bachelor, and the founder 
and sometime director of the Conservatory of Music at Utica, N. Y., has 
here brought together a number of notes and addresses, dealing with 
musical subjects. We have strictures on the songs, operatic performances, 
composers and conservatories of America; strictures also on the music and 
dancing of modern Spain, and on the Japanese productions of western 
music; a number of practical recommendations to students of music; and a 
few theoretical discussions, — of the sense in which music may be termed a 
universal language, of the adaptation of musical performances to the taste 
of the people, of the social utility of art, and so forth. It is all readable 
enough, and the practical advice is sensible; more cannot be said. 

J. Field 

La vie mentale de I' adolescent et ses anomalies. Par A. LEmaitrE. Saint- 
Blaise, Foyer Solidariste, 1910. Pp. 240. Price fr. 3. 
The work of M. Lemaitre, who is a professor in the College of Geneva, 
is well known to students of applied psychology. In 1901 M. Lemaitre 
published a work on colored hearing, the material for which he had gath- 
ered among his pupils; and since the foundation of the Archives de Psycho- 
logie in 1902, he has contributed to this journal a number of articles dealing 
with the adolescent mind, and especially with what one may call its shadow 
side. The present volume brings together, in convenient form, the sub- 
stance of papers published by the author in the Archives, in Janet's Journal 
and in the Rivisto di Psicologia. The titles of the chapters are Adolescent 
Thinking (students' views on class discipline, on the ideal fellow-student, 
on spending money), the More Common and the Rarer Forms of Synopsia 
(three cases of an uncommon type are detailed), Internal Speech, the FoHns 
of Paramnesia, Mental Dissociation, Complex Hallucinations (two cases). 
Multiple Personalities, Parapsychism (a name given to a transient state 
of reverie, obsession, or what not, which results from a physiological crisis 
and may help in the prognosis of a disease like tuberculosis or of the various 
modes of psychasthenia), Bad Habits, and Adolescent Suicide. In an 
epilogue, M. Lemaitre makes a plea for individual education. There is no 
single type of the adolescent mind: ce type moyen est une pure convention, 
qui ne correspond d, aucun sujet pris isolement; the mental life is in instable 
equilibrium, and its oscillations are not only uneven but may also be so 
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brusque as to set up aberrant types of a permanent but wholly unexpected 
kind. Education will, in the future, be of the individual sort; meantime, 
the author recommends a system of compensations, whereby excellence in 
certain studies shall be allowed to counterbalance deficiency in certain 
others. Francis Jones 

The Dawn of Character; A Study of Child Life. By E. E. R. Mumford. 
London, Longmans Green & Co., 1910. pp. xi., 225. 

This is a very practical little book, written for the guidance of mothers, 
aunts, nurses, governesses, — of all who, without special training, are called 
upon to take care of young children. "My endeavor has been, "the 
author tells us, ' 'to interpret the child's experiences from his own point of 
view. Both in the earlier psychological chapters, in which I have tried to 
trace his own development; and in the later chapters, concerned with his 
development in relation to us and our attitude towards him; the aim has 
been to see, as far as possible, with the child's eyes." The object is worthy, 
and Mrs. Mumford, so far as the mere adult can judge, has attained a 
very considerable measure of success. 

After an introductory plea for the closer study of child life, we have seven 
psychological chapters: on the contents and the growth of the child's 
mind, on the growth of imagination, on the law and growth of habit, and on 
the development and training of the will. For these chapters the writer 
has had the advantage of the critical scrutiny of Professor Carveth Read. 
There follow chapters on the place of punishment in education, on freedom 
within the law, on childish curiosity, on the dawn of religion, on some dif- 
ferent types of children, and on the child's point of view. There are few 
references; the author acknowledges indebtedness especially to McCunn's 
Making of Character, and to the teaching of Dr. Sophie Bryant and the 
Rev. Stopford Brooke. 

An Appendix, on the gaining of voluntary control in the functioning of 
the bladder in infancy and childhood, closes the book which, unfortunately, 
is not provided with an index. 0. PERLER 

Kleine Schriften. Von Wilhelm Wundt. Erster Band. Leipzig, W. 
Engelmann, 1910. pp. viii., 640. 

Every teacher of psychology has hoped that Wundt might, some day 
or other, bring together his scattered psychological essays in book form. 
The essays supplement the books, at many points ; if they are less systematic, 
they are also more human; and their full discussion of controverted issues 
is often illuminating. It seems, now, that this hope is in a fair way of 
being realised; we have the first volume of the Kleine Schriften — a truly 
German misnomer! — and though the present instalment is concerned with 
philosophy, the next will in all probability be psychological. 

Here are reprinted, in revised and extended form, the articles Ueber das 
kosmologische Problem (1876), Kants kosmologische Antinomien und das 
Problem des Unendlichen (1885), Was soil uns Kant nicht sein? Bemerk- 
ungen zu Kants Philosophie (1892), Zur Geschichte und Theorie der abstrakten 
Begriffe; eine erkenntnistheoretische Betrachtung (1885), and Ueber naiven und 
kritischen Realismus (1896). To these is added (1910) a very timely paper 
on Psychologismus und Logizismus, which may be heartily recommended to 
every serious student of psychology. From it he will learn that the experi- 
mental method came in, not simply as an improvement upon, but also as a 
protest against Selbstbeobachtung; he will see Brentano's work in historical 
perspective, and will understand its enormous influence; he will grasp the 
psychological significance of Husserl's Logische Untersuchungen; he will 
discover, among many other interesting things, why the physiologist 
Helmholtz went for his psychology to John Mill's Logic. No one but Wundt 
could have given us this authoritative exposition. It is only to be regretted 



